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The Cathedral Herald, official newsletter
for the Cathedral School Alumina
Association. This newsletter will
chronicle
the
activities
of
the
Association over the past 12 months.
We Are back highlight the extent to
which the organization has made
achievements over the preceding 12
months. As per usual we hope to display
our challenges and successes during
the previous year while making
transparent the outlook to the future.
With a new leadership installed we have
word from the National President, the
Archbishop Awards and the Catholic
Educational Secretariat. Finally, we
hope you take time to indulge in the
recap and results from the 2018 Atlanta
convention where as we look towards
the 2019 NY/NJ convention which
promises to be the best.

Find us on Social Media
Instagram:
Facebook:

2. Message from the President

My Fellow Cats,
Thank you for entrusting me with the privilege to serve as President of our national
organization. I feel truly blessed to have had the foundation of a catholic education and this
position will allow me to help others experience the same.
I want to take this opportunity to thank Charles Dennis and his administration, some of whom
continues to serve with me. A warm thank you and a job well done. This is no small task and I
understand that it is indeed a team effort.
During my tenure, the goal is to rejuvenate the association by increasing more active members
and revamping how we support our Alma Mater.




Increase members attendance at convention
Increase members commitment to paying their dues in a timely manner (1st quarter of the year)
Creating a Mentor/Mentee program to allow for this organization to continue to survive and thrive.

As we gather for Convention 2018 in NY/NJ, I challenge you to make this the best Convention
ever. I need your commitment to meet me and the rest of the Cats kingdom in NY/NJ.
I look forward to seeing you all. Until then, I ask that you continue to think about how we can
all continue to be our “brother’s keepers”.
Regards,

Agatha Joseph
CSAA, National President

3. National Financial Report

4. 2017 Georgia Convention Report
CATHEDRAL SCHOOL ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION
22ND
ANNUAL CONVENTION - ATLANTA GA
DATE: AUGUST 3 - 6, 2017

INCOME
EARLY REGISTRATION
REGISTRATION FEES

PROJECTED
AMOUNTS

COMMENTS

$
$

WELCOME PARTY/TALENT SHOW
DOOR INTAKE
DRINKS
Donations
PLENARY SESSION
FOOD SALE
PLENARY SESSION FINES
BANQUET
DOOR INTAKE
DRINKS
SUNDAY COOKOUT
FOOD SALE
DRINKS
SOUVENIR PROGRAM ADS
QUARTER PAGE
HALF PAGE
FULL PAGE
SOUVENIR SALES
T-SHIRTS
VENDORS
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES
FACILITIES
BANQUET HALL
WELCOME PARTY/TALENT SHOW
PARK
FOOD & DRINKS
CATERER - BANQUET
DRINKS (including ice)
WELCOME PARTY
PLENARY SESSION
PARK
ALL OTHER
CONVENTION SOUVENIR PURCHASE
MUSIC (DJ)
TALENT SHOW AUDIO/VIDEO EFFECTS
SOUVENIR PROGRAM
OTHER PRINTING & POSTAGE
DECORATIONS
PLAQUES
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL EXPENSE
CONVENTION 2017 W/E PROFIT (LOSS)

3,925.00
4,500.00
8,425.00

1,664.00
2,982.00
4,646.00

Headcount = 21 - $75/$85/$90
Headcount = 33 - $90 per member

3,000.00
1,200.00
4,200.00

1,640.00
1,205.12
330.00
3,175.12

(82 additional tickets)

25.00

110.00
-

3,500.00
3,500.00

2,900.00
886.00
3,786.00

500.00
200.00
700.00

590.00
590.00

300.00
300.00
1,000.00
300.00
100.00
2,000.00
18,825.00

100.00
600.00
20.00
720.00
13,027.12

6,541.00
1,000.00
400.00
7,941.00

6,994.00
1,000.00
301.00
8,295.00

1,500.00
1,300.00
200.00
300.00
700.00
4,000.00

1,500.00
1,228.14
152.56
236.07
3,116.77

1,000.00
700.00
1,500.00
150.00
50.00
200.00
300.00
3,900.00
15,841.00

778.39
500.00
431.69
320.65
315.65
192.60
103.06
2,642.04
14,053.81

$

2,984.00

$

700.00
3,000.00
2,000.00
5,700.00
8,684.00

PRE-CONVENTION FUNDRAISERS
Day in the Park (Food Sale)
Golf Tournament
Doughnuts Sale
FINAL CONVENTION PROFIT

ACTUAL

$
$

(15 @ $65 couples; 55 @$35 singles)

Sale = $25 per quarter page
Sale = $50 per half page
Sale = $100 per full page

$ (1,026.69)

$

399.00
2,275.93
1,400.00
4,074.93
3,048.24

# of Events

3 EVENTS

5. 2017 Georgia Convention Photos

6. Cathedral School Educational Foundation
Report for Spring 2018, By: Robert J. Schwarz

Thoughts from the Chair of the Cathedral School Educational Foundation
The CSAA is over 20 years old, and our members (that is, alumni residing outside Liberia) run the
gamut: Some of us have been with the organization for its entire life, while others have just started
participating recently -- and many were still students when the CSAA came to be. We often just
assume people know what the Association and the Foundation currently do and have done in the
past; then we find that assumption to be false. So I'm going to start from the beginning and work
my way up to the present time.
The Cathedral School Educational Foundation (CSEF)
The CSEF was created by President Fonati Koffa as the charitable wing of the CSAA, and as such, it
was granted 501(c)(3) status by the IRS. Besides the main officers, the Board is made up of a
representative from each regional chapter of the CSAA. Those reps are appointed by each chapter's
president.
The founders of the Alumni Association felt each local chapter should be meeting regularly
throughout the year and hosting events to help support the organization (so that each chapter would
raise $1,000 during the year to be presented at the annual convention). Part of the agenda at the
periodic meetings of each chapter would be a report from the chapter's representative on the
Educational Foundation, and that rep, in return, would inform the CSEF of any concerns or activities
from their chapter relevant to the CSEF. At least, that is how it's supposed to work.
The Board meets by conference call several times a year. Currently, five chapters either have no
representative or a representative who is seldom or never heard from during the conference calls.

Activities over the years
The CSEF works in partnership with the administration of the school, as well as the Catholic
Secretariat, currently directed by Father Sumo-Varfee Mulbah. It is good to keep in mind that
Cathedral is one of 28 schools Father Varfee has to administer, with others as far-flung as Bopolu
and Buchanan. As Liberia was engulfed in the war and directly after it, the needs of the school were
enormous, and so we pretty much reestablished the library (which grew into 2 libraries) with books
from the US, helped to build science and computer labs, sent sports equipment and jerseys, funded
teacher training, rebuilt the basketball court and modernized the bathroom facilities, and so on.

7. Cathedral School Educational Foundation
Report for Spring 2018 ….cont’d
When the Ebola crisis hit, we sent a financial lifeline to the faculty and staff of the school who could
not get paid while tuition was not being collected, and we funded cleaning stations for Cathedral and
other schools in the Archdiocese for the safe return of students to the school.
But our signature program has been the Sister Rose Gabriel Scholarships, which have benefited 30-40
students per year with tuition assistance. You can do the math to estimate how many students in all
that has been through our existence.
What you missed if you weren't in Atlanta last summer?
We know all Cats don't get to the conventions, and an even smaller number wake up on Saturday
morning in time for the plenary session. This is where we highlight our accomplishments for the year
and outline our plans for the upcoming fiscal year, with a request for funding from the National board.
We were pleased to report a great year, having accomplished everything we set out to do in 20162017.
Our current, very ambitious year
This year we are helping CCS get pretty, as it moves more solidly into the 21st century. Specifically,
besides our regular projects—scholarships, water for the school, and sanitation supplies—we proposed
a painting makeover for the school to give the Cats a more uplifting environment for teaching and
learning. Besides that, Principal Jallah requested a robust generator because of the inconsistent
supply of electricity to the school, and we arranged with the Lone Star Company to provide wifi
service for the school. Kahn Academy, here we come!
But, of course, such an ambitious undertaking doesn't come without a high price tag, and we needed
to send nearly $27,000 to cover all those projects. As ever, we had to request part of those funds
from National at the Convention to supplement what we had in our treasury. Which is to say: We
depend on YOU, the Cats reading this newsletter. The national association is supported by your dues
and your participation at the annual convention.
We don't just beg for funds, however. We count on individual donations, and many of you were
supporters by attending the Archbishop Michael Francis awards dinner in the fall, from which we
received $10,000. In December, we rode the Giving Tuesday wave and had a handful of donors. We
hope to find more of you on that wave next December.
Finally, thanks to those who have stepped up to support students. Mr. and Mrs. Tos Chesson have
two students on scholarship, and the Ogangs class has decided to follow two sophomores through
their senior year with scholarships. (For the record, I also support a student.) If you or your class wish to join

this effort, please contact me or your chapter's representative and we'll match you up with a student.
CSEF Board
Robert J. Schwarz, Chair  Rev. Clifford Hooke, Vice Chair  Vivan Umehai, Secretary  Dr. Seah Dennis-Myers, Treasurer  James Nathan,
National Fundraising Chair  Cianna Cooper-Kaba and Dr. Mahmoud Kaba, Science Advisors  Charles Dennis, National President  Stephen
A. Tolbert, New York Metro Chapter Representative  Himien Jones, Tri-State Chapter Representative  Tanya Debblay-Burrell, North
Carolina Chapter Representative  Thelma Crusoe Holmes, Georgia Chapter Representative  Ciapha Diggs, Minnesota Chapter
Representative  George Okyne, Member-at-Large  Theresa Fahnbulleh, Texas Chapter Representative  Alvin J. Wright, Board Liaison in
Liberia  Open, New England Chapter Representative  Open, Maryland Chapter Representative

8. Reflections on the Annual Bishop Michael Francis Awards Gala
By: Fianu T.K. Gbedema
A few weeks ago, I was asked me to share my experiences at the awards gala in honor of the late
Arch Bishop Michael K. Francis, which has been held annually in New Jersey over the past several
years. For many of you Cats who may be reading this, when I attended the first of 3 events a few
years ago, I quickly discovered that the leaders of the New York/New Jersey Chapter of the Cathedral
High School Alumni Association of the Americas founded this event to recognize, honor and keep fresh
the memory of a very noble, humble, and selfless man who made a large mark on peace, education,
spirituality, love, and civility over several decades in Liberia. He made his voice of reason significant
during peace-times in Liberia as well as during the tense and fractious period where many so-called
leaders cowered in the face of despotic leadership and civil war. Many of us who have found success
in and out of Liberia within varied careers in business, the sciences, academia, politics, etc., owe a
debt to Bishop Michael Francis, who influenced the creation and maintenance of the educational,
spiritual, and social institutions that nurtured us.
I believe it’s on this canvas that the leaders of the NY/NJ Cats came up with the idea of meeting every
year, sorting through and debating the background and achievement of numerous
individuals/institutions, who through their actions of selfless giving, or contributions to advance the
cause of Liberian humanity, exemplify the legacy of Bishop Michael Francis. So many including Dr.
Annette Okai, Dr. Boakai K. Robertson, the Bernardine Franciscan Sisters, Chid Liberty, Friends of
Liberia, Katie Meyler, Leymah Gbowee, Dr. Lisa Cooper, Saran Kaba Jones, Sister Mary Laurene
Browne and the SMA Fathers have received this distinguished honor at this gala in New Jersey
perennially.
If you’ve never attended the event or perhaps not been back in a while, you certainly have been
missing an awful lot. There is so much fun to be had and you must include it on your calendar of
yearly activities! What my wife Thena and I enjoy, starts with seeing so many old and new friends
dressed splendidly in their most elegant African or Western attire, and devouring a sumptuous multicourse meal. There’s nothing more enjoyable than stepping on the dance floor during the event, to
party to some of the greatest tunes from the past and present. Last year’s event featured a wonderful
African Fashion show, a hair-raising auction with some of the most-desirable items a person would
crave for, and of course, the revealing of the honorees. Oh, I almost forgot to include the glamorshots you get to take before and after the event, which Steve does a wonderful job of forwarding a
few days later. It’s always a great idea to attend the huge annual Cats event which is usually
jammed with Cats Alumni from all over, however this event draws a smaller and more intimate crowd
for some like me who sometimes prefers mingling in smaller crowds. Always come with a small stash
of cash in your purse or pocket – after all, it’s a fundraiser and we shouldn’t forget that more
important than all the fun we have is to raise the funds targeted by the Association, which is
desperately needed to help educate and provide for so many thousands of underprivileged students in
Liberia.
Like so many of the other sponsors of this gala, I’m eagerly looking forward to seeing many more of
you this year!

9. Archbishop Francis Awards 2018 Photos

10. Photos of Barrels Delivered to the school
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11. Message from the Educational Secretariat
P. Sumo-Varfee Molubah, Catholic Education Secretariat, Monrovia
Greetings from Monrovia
The Cathedral Catholic School and the Catholic Education Secretariat of the Archdiocese of
Monrovia extend, at the start of the New Year 2018, heartfelt felicitations and sentiments
of best wishes to the Alumni Association and the Educational Foundation of Cathedral
Catholic School based in the USA.
During the last School Year, the moral conduct and academic performance of students at
the Cathedral School improved. This improvement can be seen in the general performance
report that shows about 88.44% of the one thousand two hundred eighty-two (1,282)
students as having well performed in their learning activities, which is better than the
previous year that had a performance of 60% of the one thousand three hundred eightythree (1,383) students who were enrolled in the School. In the last academic year,
students who dropped below average constituted 4.62%, while 3.82% failed and were
required to repeat; also 3.11% dropped from school due to economic hardship. Male
students enrolled were seven hundred eighteen, while the females were five hundred
sixty-four.
Twelve grade candidates registered for the West African Examinations Council (WAEC)
were one hundred thirty-six (136); of this number, ninety-nine students successfully
passed, but with division three results.
The table below indicates the best performing students in the various divisions of the
School.
Senior High Division
Junior High Division
Elementary Division

Theresa Simpson1st Place 94%
Luther Tarley
1st Place 97%
Delphine Rennie 1st Place 94%

The afternoon session of the School was closed at the end of the 2016/2017 School Year.
This decision facilitated the extension of school hours, thereby allowing full instructional
classes for the Sciences and Computer laboratories as well as extended time for students
in the Library and the conduct of extracurricular activities. The one session has also
created the opportunity to prepare twelve graders for the extensive WASSCE
Examinations scheduled to be administered from April 1 – 20, 2018. One hundred twentytwo candidates from Cathedral School will write this year’s WASSCE Examination.
With the availability of educational equipment and other learning materials supplied over the
years by the Cathedral Catholic School Educational Foundation and the Alumni Association
based in the USA as well as scholarships being given to deserving students, an overall
performance in the School is expected to further improve by the close of the 2017/2018
Academic year. Substantial support has also been coming from the Catholic Education
Secretariat.

12. Message from the Educational Secretariat Cont’d
The CES has recently embarked on a complete re-roofing project of the Junior High/Elementary
building. The pending implementation of the Foundation’s painting project is now scheduled to
be carried out immediately after the re-roofing project is ended.
The School looks in the direction of further creating conducive learning environment. The inservice training of teachers and other support staffers of the school will be of interest in the
coming years. The installation of sliding window glasses for all classrooms will enhance the good
outlook of the classrooms.
Thanks to everyone who has invested energy, time and precious human as well as material
resources into changing the face of the School and getting the Cats Kingdom to where it is today
and moving toward tomorrow.

THE END
SEE YOU IN... NY/NJ...AUGUST 3rd to 5th... for the 2018 Convention

