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EDITORIAL 

Publisher: Ola Kiadii                                                                         Editor: Stephen A.Tolbert 

 

Welcome to this edition of The Cathedral Herald, the official newsletter for the Cathedral School Alumni 

Association, which chronicles the activities of the Association over the past 12 months and highlights the 

extent to which the organization has made achievements over this period. Let's not forget the challenges we 

face as well, while still making transparent the positive outlook to the future. 

We have messages from our leadership, the latest news from the National President, the Cathedral School 

Educational Foundation and our various Chapters and Classes. In 2019 we celebrate 50 years of Cathedral 

School in existence (1968 - 2018), the 30th Anniversary of Ogangs and the 10th Annual Archbishop Michael 

K. Francis Achievement Awards. We also hope that you take the time to indulge in the recap and results 

from the 2018 NY/NJ Convention as we look towards the 2019 Florida Convention where we hope to reclaim 

our unity in supporting the school we love so much. 

With these words and deeds on display, we hope to inspire you to continue your support for the various 

organizations under the umbrella of the Cathedral School Alumni Association and work closely with love and 

respect for each other.  We remind ourselves that the cause of the organization and the plight of the school 

and students are bigger than any one individual, and the battle must be won as a united front.  

“For a better world, Cathedral School!! May 

your glory all may see, And to you we loyal 

be….. And let the world see what we know” 

 

Cathedral School Alumni Association 

P. O. Box 250717 

Columbia University Station 

New York, NY 10025 

Website: www.csaa-national.org 
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Greetings my fellow Cats! 

 As some of you may know, I visited Cathedral Catholic School in March to initiate Sanitation Day!  I shared photos on 

our Facebook page and some of my experiences. Let me now take this time to elaborate on the other items that were 

on my agenda.  

I met with Archbishop Zeigler of the Archdiocese of Monrovia, Fr. Varfee, Principal Jallah and the accountant of the 

Catholic Education Secretariat.  Also present were Joyce Sakor, our National Treasurer, and the National President of 

the Alumni Association in Liberia, Mr. Dorsla Farcathy.  

Below are the items I brought to the table to discuss with the parties at the meeting. These were items that I noticed 

from my last visit of the previous year and some concerns that members brought to my attention. 

The first was the issue of parking on the basketball court.  Last year I learned from the students that they are not given 

the opportunity to play on the court because the court is being used as a parking lot.  At the time of my visit, there were 

at least 6 cars parked each day on the court.  I asked Bishop to please act as a liaison between the school, alumni 

association and the church to come to some compromise.  Parking and security is an issue in Monrovia, so I 

understand their need.  However, the needs of the students are being overlooked and not taken into consideration.  

After a lengthy conversation, Bishop agreed to look into it.  Dorsla, national president of the Alumni Association, 

Monrovia, Liberia, also promised to be a part of that conversation and represent the Alumni Association to get this issue 

resolved.  My recommendation - that on designated days of the week, the children will have access to the court to 

practice and play games… be it Monday, Wednesday and Fridays or Tuesdays and Thursdays, doesn’t matter, as long 

as they have a couple of days a week to use the court for its intended purpose.  I look forward to bringing you all 

updates as I receive them. 

Sanitation Day for me was paramount after seeing the condition of the school last year and hearing from so many about 

your disappointment with the overall cleanliness of the school.  I met with all 7 of the janitors, yes- there are 7 janitors.  

In my opinion, after spending time with them, I recommended to the Principal to eliminate a janitorial position and 

replace that position with a maintenance man.  

Another challenge in maintaining the cleanliness of the school is the fact that the church uses the classrooms to have 

functions and fail to clean up after themselves. The Bishop was told how one of the priests said that if the classrooms 

were locked at any time, he would break the lock and gain access by force.  Unfortunately, unless the church can 

partner with the school, we will continue to have these types of challenges.  I will revisit this with Principal Jallah and the 

Secretariat to see if any plan can be put in place to ensure that when the school facility is being used by the church they 

will have it cleaned afterwards. 



 

  

 

Principal Jallah and the janitorial staff have promised that they would continue sanitation on the first Saturday of the 

month.  I look forward to hearing about the next Sanitation Day in April and sharing those pictures with you all.  I also 

want to thank the following alumni who joined and supported us on Sanitation Day: Bernard Jappah, Maureen Sieh, 

Henrique Caine, Joyce Sakor and Rep J. Fonati Koffa. 

Thanks to some of you, we were able to gift about 90% of the teachers, faculty and staff $50.00 in commemoration of the 

50th anniversary of the school.  We met with 61 of them, confirmed that they were indeed staff members, and Joyce and 

I personally handed each of them an envelope with $50.00 cash.  We disbursed a total of $3,050.00.  Principal Jallah, on 

behalf of the entire staff, extended his sincere gratitude for your kindness.  His prayer is that God replenishes tenfold 

what you all have donated. 

During that meeting I took the opportunity to engage the teaching staff in conversation.  During this interaction, I learned 

a few things that I also brought to the attention of Fr. Varfee, Archbishop Zeigler and Principal Jallah. A teacher 

expressed concern that he was a trained economics teacher at the High School level but is now forced to teach 

elementary math.  As you can imagine, he is not happy with the situation.  He acquired the training of an Economics 

teacher to be downgraded to teaching arithmetic, a huge disappointment which he expressed strongly at the meeting.  

There was another teacher that simply could not articulate what it was that she taught.  Both incidents were discussed in 

our meeting with the church and Fr. Varfee.  I immediately took the lead and suggested that Dorsla meet with Principal 

Jallah to find out more and provide me with some information about my concern of that teacher inability to express 

herself in the presence of her peers. 

My fellow Cats, our work is far from complete!  In fact, it has just started.  We need to revise the way we disburse funds 

to the school to ensure that we are getting the best bank for our buck.  I was able to accomplish a lot with about $800.00 

and see immediate results - attached is the financial report of the spending.  

As you may have read from my Facebook posting, there were leaks, toilets didn’t flush, no running water, etc.  I hired a 

plumber and he was able to fix majority of the small issues; however, we need pipes rerouted because the previous work 

we paid for wasn’t done properly in order to get all the toilets functioning correctly. The construction was done with tiling 

and installation of the commodes, vanities and bidet but the plumbing was not completed.  The plumber gave us a quote 

to complete the functionality of all the bathrooms. Unfortunately, I did not have the funds or permission to ok this work. 

This will be presented to the National Board and we will proceed as deemed by the Board. 

We were able to hire a carpenter who repaired all broken blackboards, whiteboards and 50 arm chairs.  The chairs have 

since been placed in the classrooms and are being used.  We purchased rain boots needed for the janitorial staff to 

properly do their work in a safe and hygienic manner.  Please refer to the report attached for additional spending.  I look 

forward to working with the staff at the school to improve on the physical appearance of the school. 

As we prepare for Convention and elections this August, let's think about ways we can accomplish more than we ever 

have before for our beloved Alma mater, brothers and sisters, and Liberia as a whole.  Last year after my visit, I stated 

that with what I've seen and learned, we cannot afford not to continue to help. 

I look forward to seeing all of you in the sunshine state this August! 

 Warmest Regards, 

Agatha Joseph 
CSAA, National President 
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By Dorsla Facarthy – President 
Introduction  

The report covers the three-day activities held in honor of the golden jubilee celebration which was held from February 6 to the 8 

2019. The celebration marked 50 years since the school was renamed Cathedral Elementary and Junior High School getting away 

from St. Patricks Elementary. The school was officially renamed in February 1968 by the Bernadine and Franciscan Sisters who were 

serving in Liberia at the time. The celebration should have been held in 2018 which is the exact time of the 50 year celebration. This 

was not possible due to some challenges faced by the school. 

 

However, in November of 2018 and with the help of Sister Mary Laurene Brown, OSF, the school begun some planning in conjunction 

with the Alumni Association and the Catholic Educational Secretariat. Several meetings were held on the school’s campus and the 

Stella Maris University to commemorate the 50th anniversary program. The planning was intense and created room for several 

changes into the program. Finally, all parties agreed that the celebration should be a 3-day event and done jointly by the school and 

the alumni association. 

 

   
 

The events were well celebrated and well attended. It brought together former students, current students, alumni members and 

affiliates of the school. We are grateful to his Grace, Arch-Bishop Lewis Ziegler who celebrated with us, the Principal Masanyan Jallah 

for all the support and the Alumni Association led by its President Dorsla Farcarthy and team for the coordination and organization. 

Special thanks to Advisor Alvin Wright and Rosalind Doe for their support, Joy FM and Radio Maria for the coverage during the 

different events, Ms. Agatha Joseph for the contribution and all our members who contributed to the successful celebration of this 

grand event. Going into the future, we hope to make the anniversaries very grand and use it as a conduit to bring everyone together 

to give Cathedral School the support it needs to succeed. 

 

The 50th anniversary was celebrated and receded into history. The memories are still fresh on the minds of all our members. The 

celebration is now seen as the celebration to unite us more closely to work for our school. We are going to build on the gains of the 

celebration to make the alumni association very active and strengthen our ties with the North American chapter for collaboration 

concerning projects for the school. We hope to keep the line of communication open and keep the Cathedral spirit ever ablaze. To 

this end, we have tasked ourselves to work more closely with the school and the PTA to make the school better for the future 

generation. It is our hope that we will succeed in these efforts. May God bless us all and strengthen our resolve to make Cathedral 

School second to none. 

 

Day One - Golden Jubilee Mass 

The 50th anniversary program commenced on 6 February with a golden jubilee mass at the Sacred Heart Cathedral at 10am. The 

mass was celebrated by His Grace, Arch-Bishop Lewis Ziegler. Bishop Ziegler used the occasion to command the alumni association 

for the splendid job they continue to do at the school and challenge the association to bring back the glory of the school in academics. 

This he said will be the most honorable thing for all the support the alumni is providing the school. The program was well attended 

by former students, affiliates, alumni members, the current students at Cathedral, the staff and parents. Following the mass, the 

kids had debates, spelling B contests and played basketball to climax the day. 



 

 

 

 

Day Two – Jubilee Parade 

Day 2 of the 50th anniversary program commenced with a parade from the school at 9am and continued through the principal streets 

of Monrovia. It later passed through the Lynch Street area and continued on Center Street and ended on Ashmun Street. There 

were eyes right by the different units and the special unit of the school. After the parade, there was an indoor program by the school 

and the alumni association. The alumni association used the occasion to honor its members who have excelled in the larger society 

especially Mrs. Williametta Piso Saydee-Tarr, the first graduate to become a full minister in Liberia. Madam Saydee-Tarr is Minister 

of Gender, Children and Social Protection. The North American Chapter and the Educational Foundation were also honored. The 

Catholic Educational Secretariat was also part of those honored. At that event, the alumni association raised USD2,500 to carry on 

a project in the school. In addition to the amount raised, the alumni association contributed USD1,500 to the celebration of the 

golden jubilee program. After the program, the guests were refreshed, and the program ended for day 2. 

       

Day 3 – Sports Day 

Day 3 was all sports day to climax the golden jubilee program. The program was held at the BYC Sports Complex on UN Drive. The 

Alumni Association played the school team in basketball and won the game. The students of Cathedral played the St. Mary’s Catholic 

School in Kickball and football while the Alumni Association plated the Farcarthy and Staff and won 4 goals to zero in football. Guests 

were entertained to music and there was sufficient food and drinks for the students, alumni members and the staff members. This 

climaxed the entire activities over the three-day period. 

   

We want to use this occasion to once again extend thanks and appreciation to all our members, the School, the Catholic Education 

Secretariat, Radio Veritas, ELBC, Joy FM, Madam President and members of the North American Chapter, the Educational 

Foundation and other well- wishers for a job well done. We want to use this occasion to extend to the family of the late Adolph 

Lawrence, our condolences for this great loss. May his soul rest in peace. Meanwhile, the funeral arrangements will be held on the 

25th and 26th of April 2018. 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Honorable Adolph Akwe Lawrence of the 54th Legislature, Republic of Liberia 

and member of the Cougar Class of 1985  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALSO OUR SYMPATHIES GO OUT TO ALL IN THE CATHEDRAL FAMILY, CLASSMATES, 

TEACHERS, ADMINISTRATORS AND ALUMNI SUPPORTERS WHO WE HAVE LOST IN THE PAST 

YEAR AND THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES FROM WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY. 

DESPITE THE LOSS OF THE PHYSICAL PRESENCE OF LOVED ONES. WE KNOW THAT GOD 

HAS ASSIGNED THEM TO WATCH OVER YOU THROUGHOUT YOUR LIFE. WE FEEL FOR YOUR 

LOSS, OUR MOST SINCERE CONDOLENCES. 



 

 

 

       

 



 

 

 

By Wede Williams Gant  
On March 6, 2019, I had the honor of visiting congress to watch the DACA/TPS/DED Hearing. The day was cold and windy, and the 
lines to enter the building were long.  After several minutes of waiting outside in the cold, I finally enter the Rayburn House Office 
Building in Washington, DC.  I quickly made my way down the corridor asking for direction as I went until I came to the room for 
the hearing, but there, outside the room was another long line of people waiting to get in.  I learned that the room was filled to 
overflowing and that I had to go upstairs to an overflow room if I would to watch the hearing on monitors.  A bit disappointed, I 
made my way upstairs, surprised to see so many people already crowded into this room. I realized that the Judiciary Committee 
was going to be making decisions that affected the lives of so many individuals and families across America.   
 

 
 

Speakers included a Rhodes Scholar, Harvard University Undergraduate and DACA recipient, Jin Park, A TPS recipient and National 
Coordinator of the national TPS Alliance, Jose Palma, and a DED recipient, PhD Candidate from UCLA (who happens to be my 
niece), Yatta Kiazolu, among others.  All the recipients were articulate, poised, and well aware of the impact this committee had 
not only their lives, but also on the lives on the thousands of others they had come to represent.  Their stories were moving.   
 
As I listened, I couldn't help but wonder whether this would have any impact on President Trump or his decision to return 
thousands of immigrants back to their homes.  Yet, Congress especially the democrats on that committee continued to give 
reassurance that they were going to fight for and win this cause.  I left congress that day with mixed feelings, because in as much 
as I wanted to believe in Congress, I was skeptical about the Trump administration and what could happen in the end.  So after I 
returned home I continued to advocate for these immigrants and encouraged others to sign the petition for this cause.   
 

  
 
Well, after several weeks of anxiously waiting, on March 27, 2019 a memorandum was sent out on the extension of the DED for 
Liberians. Congress had stood their grounds and won this fight, but the fight is not over, the wind-down period has been extended 
for another 12 months.  We have to continue to support and fight for our fellow Liberians who hopes and dreams are tied to this 
yearly approval process and pray that they too can have their status permanent in the US.    

 



 

 

 

By Andrew Afolabi and Garrison McBorrough 

 

Over the past several years, we have invested back into the school community we all once attended. We provided both moral 

and physical support, and funded projects to assist and improve the educational environment for the students and school in 

general.  

 

Two years ago, we challenged ourselves to do much more, and yes we did. We stepped up to the plate and provided educational 

assistance to a few bless students over the last two years.  

 

As part of our support for the school: 

• We awarded a full year tuition scholarship to two students in the 10th grade in 2017, and to two students in the 11th 

grade in 2018 at CHS.  

• We also provided extra funds for each student's books, uniforms, and extra school supplies.  

• We offer to tutor, provide guidance and encouragement to each of the recipients, especially for them to maintain their 

scholarships.  

 

   
 

The total investment of $500 per recipient, was a very generous effort of the group, and we all know the necessary relief it 

brought to both the parents and students. The new school year will soon be upon us, therefore, it is time to regroup as we always 

do and set a plan to enhance and refine the quality of our support to the schools and students. Our investment into these 

students, will go a very long way in their development and education and assisting students through the mantra of  "Our Goals to 

Gain the Strength". 

 

OGANGS LIB has been consistent in providing toiletries to the school, instrumental in choosing suitable candidate delivering a 

presentation of our scholarship fund to students during the morning assembly and providing urgently needed mentorship where 

necessary.  They have also taken the lead in organizing with the Alumni Association to commemorate the 50th Anniversary Golden 

Jubilee of the school in 2019. 

 

This is a busy year and we have so much to accomplish including 3 major projects towards our“30th Anniversary” celebrations. 

For our anniversary we intend to represent BIGLY at the reunion this year, in full force to celebrate with the rest of the Cats 

family. 

 

  

 

THE END 



 

 

 

 

SEE YOU IN... TAMPA, FLorida...AUGUST 2nd to   5th 

... for the 2019 Convention 

 

 

 


